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What is IGELS?

Interactions in 
General Education 

Life Science Courses 

Mission Statement:

The national network for the 
Improvement in General 
Education Life Science 
Courses (IGELS) is a 

coalition of biologists and 
biology educators 

collaborating to support and 
mentor “non-major biology” 

instructors. 
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One major goal
● Identify, review, and modify existing 

educational resources that address 
V&C principles and facilitate their 
implementation in GELS courses 
that promote science literacy, skills, 
civic engagement, and application of 
knowledge 
○ To support educators in GELS 

courses, a LifeSkills guide was 
developed to help identify 
relevant learning objectives.



Vision & Change: 
Concepts & Competencies 



Why Lifeskills?

https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/how-to-make-learning-relevant/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/M-Tarbell/publication/333061528/figure/fig2/AS:78715776980
1731@1564684445486/Where-AI-stands-today-Then-a-miracle-occurs-C-Sidney-Harris-in-American-S
cientist.png

Relevance Reasoning 



Interpretations of Vision & Change
“BioSkills Guide”

https://qubeshub.org/publications/1305/5

https://qubeshub.org/publications/1305/5


Process of Science
Scientific Thinking 1. Explain how scientists use inference and 

evidence-based reasoning to generate knowledge and 
understanding

2. Describe the iterative nature of science and how new 
evidence can lead to the revision of scientific knowledge 
and explanations

Question 
Formulation

3. Develop questions to investigate based on 
observations made by the student or other students

Study Design 4. Engage in study design, such as in the development of 
simple controlled experiments, and make predictions

5. Accurately record measurements and observations

Data Interpretation 
and Evaluation

6. Analyze data, summarize resulting patterns, and draw 
appropriate conclusions

7. Make evidence-based claims/arguments using one’s 
own and/or other’s research

Model Application 8. Build and use simplified representations (e.g., 
models/concept maps) to describe a biological system 
and its components, explore a problem/concept, 
communicate ideas, and make predictions

Communication and Collaboration
Communication 12. Be able to communicate scientific concepts, data, 

and methods effectively using language appropriate to 
a targeted audience (e.g., the public, fellow students, 
life science experts, and collaborators in other 
disciplines)

13. Use a variety of modes to communicate science 
(e.g., oral, written, visual)

Collaboration 14. Work with teammates to establish and periodically 
update group plans and expectations (e.g., team 
goals, project timeline, rules for group interactions, 
individual and collaborative tasks)

15. Elicit, listen to, and incorporate ideas from 
teammates with different perspectives and 
backgrounds

Collegial Review 16. Evaluate feedback from others and revise work or 
behavior appropriately

17. Critique others’ work and ideas constructively and 
respectfully

Science and Society
Problem 
Solving

18. Describe examples of real-world problems that are too 
complex to be solved by applying life science approaches alone

19. Suggest how collaborators in STEM & non-STEM disciplines 
could contribute to solutions of real-world problems

Ethics 20. Identify ethical concerns & considerations of a given research 
study

21. Critique how ethical controversies in life science research 
have been and can continue to be addressed by the scientific 
community

22. Evaluate and use best practices for responsible research 
conduct (e.g., lab safety, record keeping, proper citation of 
sources)

Societal 
Influences

23.Describe examples of how scientists’ backgrounds & biases 
can influence science and how science is enhanced through 
diversity

24. Identify and describe how systemic factors (e.g., 
socioeconomic, political) can affect how and by whom science is 
conducted

Science’s 
Impact on 
Society

25. Identify how evidence-based reasoning and life science 
knowledge is useful in daily life (e.g., purchasing products, 
reading claims from popular media, engaging in the solution of 
civic issues)

26. Use examples to describe the relevance of science in 
everyday experiences of people

27. Relate science content presented in class to current, real 
world, local or global issues

28. Identify and describe the broader societal impacts of 
biological research on different stakeholders

29. Describe the roles and responsibilities scientists have in 
facilitating public understanding of the process and products of 
science

Quantitative Reasoning

Numeracy 9. Use simple mathematical calculations, such as 
percentages and means

10. Create and interpret simple representations of data 
such as graphs, tables, and charts

Quantitative & 
Computational Data 
Analysis

11. Describe how quantitative reasoning helps us 
understand and communicate about the natural world



Students’ Scientific Attitude, 
Identity, and Literacy

Attitude and 
Identity

30. Recognize the importance of one’s own openness to 
alternative ideas to solve a science problem or answer 
research questions

31. Critically assess one’s own contributions to a team’s 
scientific work

32. Identify an area of personal interest in the sciences

33. Identify possible roles that one could undertake in 
science or science-related careers

34. Evaluate one’s own personal growth in 
understanding and ability in science

Scientific Literacy 
and Critical 
Thinking

35. Explain how scientific thinking is used daily to 
resolve personal or societal problems

36. Evaluate personal understanding of scientific 
information and concepts by explaining scientific 
concepts in the student’s own words

37. Find and evaluate credible scientific information from 
a variety of sources

38. Evaluate claims in scientific papers and social media 
and from non-scientists and scientific experts using 
evidence-based reasoning

39. Recognize misuse of scientific information, including 
cherry-picking of data, use of anecdotal information, 
and/or pseudoscience
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through NSF #2126154

The IGELS 
LifeSkills Guide

The LifeSkills guide comprises 
course-level learning outcomes focused 
on the skills we consider as critical for all 

students taking an undergraduate  
general education life science class. 

Building on the six core competencies of 
Vision and Change, and inspired by the 
original BioSkills guide, these outcomes 
were developed by the Project IGELS 

team and tested by AP Biology Teachers 
and college biology educators from a 
range of biology subdisciplines and 

institution types. 
Project website
https://projectigels.org/

LifeSkills Resources: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zq4knt1cxEVY
NlHC1txGxetahHov4ETHxw88-26UiKw/edit?usp=sharing 



Process of Science
Scientific 
Thinking

1. Explain how scientists use inference and 
evidence-based reasoning to generate knowledge 
and understanding

2. Describe the iterative nature of science and how 
new evidence can lead to the revision of scientific 
knowledge and explanations

Question 
Formulation

3. Develop questions to investigate based on 
observations made by the student or other students

Study Design 4. Engage in study design, such as in the 
development of simple controlled experiments, and 
make predictions

5. Accurately record measurements and observations

Data 
Interpretation 
and 
Evaluation

6. Analyze data, summarize resulting patterns, and 
draw appropriate conclusions

7. Make evidence-based claims/arguments using 
one’s own and/or other’s research

Model 
Application

8. Build and use simplified representations (e.g., 
models/concept maps) to describe a biological system 
and its components, explore a problem/concept, 
communicate ideas, and make predictions

Communication and 
Collaboration

Communication 12. Be able to communicate scientific 
concepts, data, and methods effectively 
using language appropriate to a targeted 
audience (e.g., the public, fellow students, 
life science experts, and collaborators in 
other disciplines)

13. Use a variety of modes to communicate 
science (e.g., oral, written, visual)

Collaboration 14. Work with teammates to establish and 
periodically update group plans and 
expectations (e.g., team goals, project 
timeline, rules for group interactions, 
individual and collaborative tasks)

15. Elicit, listen to, and incorporate ideas 
from teammates with different perspectives 
and backgrounds

Collegial Review 16. Evaluate feedback from others and 
revise work or behavior appropriately

17. Critique others’ work and ideas 
constructively and respectfully

Science and Society
Problem 
Solving

18. Describe examples of real-world problems that are too complex to 
be solved by applying life science approaches alone

19. Suggest how collaborators in STEM & non-STEM disciplines 
could contribute to solutions of real-world problems

Ethics 20. Identify ethical concerns & considerations of a given research 
study

21. Critique how ethical controversies in life science research have 
been and can continue to be addressed by the scientific community

22. Evaluate and use best practices for responsible research conduct 
(e.g., lab safety, record keeping, proper citation of sources)

Societal 
Influences

23.Describe examples of how scientists’ backgrounds & biases can 
influence science and how science is enhanced through diversity

24. Identify and describe how systemic factors (e.g., socioeconomic, 
political) can affect how and by whom science is conducted

Science’s 
Impact on 
Society

25. Identify how evidence-based reasoning and life science 
knowledge is useful in daily life (e.g., purchasing products, reading 
claims from popular media, engaging in the solution of civic issues)

26. Use examples to describe the relevance of science in everyday 
experiences of people

27. Relate science content presented in class to current, real world, 
local or global issues

28. Identify and describe the broader societal impacts of biological 
research on different stakeholders

29. Describe the roles and responsibilities scientists have in 
facilitating public understanding of the process and products of 
science

Quantitative Reasoning
Numeracy 9. Use simple mathematical calculations, such as 

percentages and means

10. Create and interpret simple representations of 
data such as graphs, tables, and charts

Quantitative & 
Computational 
Data Analysis

11. Describe how quantitative reasoning helps us 
understand and communicate about the natural 
world

LifeSkill
Theme

Outcome
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Introduction to the Resources

In preparation for finalizing the LifeSkills Guide 
and making a push to map curriculum 
resources to the various learning objectives we 
are very interested in your input. 

Case 
Studies

Computer 
Based 

Activity/
Simulation

Click and 
Learn

YouTube 
Videos

Click and 
Learn

Podcasts Classroom 
Activity

Class 
Activity

Model 
Course

Survey/
Instrument

Reading/
handout/

book

Guide/
Manual/

Handbook

Lab 
activity

Un-
classified 
Materials

Replace with QR code

https://docs.google.com/spreadsh
eets/d/1zq4knt1cxEVYNlHC1txGx
etahHov4ETHxw88-26UiKw/edit?
usp=sharing

bit.ly/LSG_NABT_2024
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ThemeLifeSkill Outcome



We have also begun to collect resources in the IGELS group on QUBES

bit.ly/IGELS_LifeSkills

http://bit.ly/IGELS_LifeSkills


Would you like to recommend a resource?



Would you like to recommend or contribute a resource?

Link: https://bit.ly/4mD08UL



Contact us!
Gordon Uno

guno@ou.edu

Melanie Lenahan

melanie.lenahan@raritanval.edu

mailto:guno@ou.edu
mailto:melanie.lenahan@raritanval.edu

